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David Bryan Law Office circa 1850s-1865
Centreville

Private

This small, brick double office may be the oldest
surviving building on Lawyers Row. It has served as
an office for a number of prominant Centreville attorneys,
including John M. Robinson, who practiced law in
Centreville in the late 1840's and 1850's and served
as Judge of the Third Judicial Circuit 1864-67 before his
election to the Court of Appeals in 1867.

The title for this lot can be traced back to 1865,
when Samuel McCosh sold the property to Judge Robkinson
for $575. That deed describes the lot as being 1/6 of
an acre, "part of said lot being now improved by two
brick offices, one occupied by John M. Robinson and the
other by Gibson and Feddeman.

Judge Robinson died in 1896, leaving all of his
property to his wife Marianna Emory Robinson. In
1914 Marianna sold the lot vimproved by a brick building
now occupied by the said James T. Bright and Madison
Brown" to Bright and Brown for $2000. In 1923 James
Bright sold his half interest in the building and it
was not until 1969 that the two offices were reunited
under one owner.
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—FAIR

__UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bryan Law Office is located on the south
side of Lawyers Row in Centreville, facing Court
House Sqguare,

This small, one story brick building is a
continuation of the Harper Building, a two story
brick structure immediately to the east. The
relationship between these two buildings is not
clear, but it seems likely that the second story
of the Harper Building was added at a later date,

‘The Bryan Law Office was at one time a double
office, with single doors in the east and west bays
flanking a pair of large 2/1 windows in the center,.
The present owner put a door through the center
partition wall, however, and opened the two small
offices u? into a single large office. The two
doors are set off by large single transoms, and a
single band of trim crosses the facsde immediately
above the first floor openings. Simple molded trim
frames the two center windows and stops against the

horizontal band of trim. Above this, there are

two square recessed panels in the brickwork directly

below a projecting brick frieze with a corbeled

dentil course., The recessed panels are not
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

symmetrical to the facade, but may have been carried on
across the Harper Building at one time.

On the rear facade, there is a door in the east
bay and two 6/6 windows to the left. A small frame
outshut covers the west bay. The brickwork has been
reworked around the two windows, so these may be modern
openings. A sihple corbeled cornice is carried across
the rear facade.

The east wall of the building is incorporated into
the Harper Building; the west wall is covered by a
three story brick structure dating to the late 19th
century.

The interior has been completely renovated.
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This small, brick double office may be the
oldest surviving building on Lawyers Row. It has
served as an office for a number of prominent
Centreville attorneys, including John M, Robinson,
who practiced law in Centreville in the late 1840's
and 1850's and served as Judge of the Third
Judicial Circuit 1864-67 before his election to the
Court of Appeals in 1867,

The title for this lot can be traced back to
1865, when Samuel McCosh sold the property to
Judge Robinson for $575. That deed describes the
lot as being 1/6 of an acre, "part of said lot
being now improved by two brick offices one
occupied by John M. Robinson and the other by
Gibson and Feddeman.(l)

Judge Robinson died in 1896, leaving all of
his property to his wife Marianna Emory Robinson.

In 1914 Marianna sold the lot "improved by a brick

ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8.1 STATEMENRT OF SIGNIFICANCE

building now occupied by the said James T. Bright and
Madison Brown" to Bright and Brown for SZOOO.(Z)

In 1923 James Bright sold his half interest in the
building and it was not until 1969 that the two offices

(3)

were reunited under one owner.




(1)

(2)

(3)
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Footnotes

Deeds SED 1, folio 433, January 11, 1865.
Also see JP 1, folio 276, July 21, 1851.
(John H. Evans to Samuel McCosh).

Deeds WFW 4, folio 495. January 8, 1914.

See Deeds JFR 10, folio 258. February 8, 1923.

Wills ECW 1, folio 377. Will of Francis K. Brown
probated August 15, 1962.

Deeds CWC 32, folio 358, January 3, 1968,

Deeds CWC 40, folio 130, 132, March 3, 1969,
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
§{FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / FITLE

Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Survevor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Queen Anne's County Historical Society 12/14/81
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OF TOWH : STARTE
Centreville : Maryland

Field Notebook QA-XIX: Recorded October 10, 1980.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438 g
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QA-313 Bryan Law office
111 Lawyers Row
Centreville, Maryland
Orlando Ridout V 1980
View from North




